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Comprehensive Review:  As a follow-up to the Open Consultations in June, the Committee has 

been reviewing the many inputs made to the Committee as part of the Comprehensive Review.  As 

I said at the close of the meeting, the inputs from Member States and the many other participants 

were substantive and highlighted ways forward to achieve our shared goal of effective 

implementation of resolution 1540.  

 

The 4th quarter of 2016 will demand a considerable effort by the Committee and its members to 

complete the Comprehensive Review and submit its report to the Security Council before 

December.  

 

Training Courses for National Points of Contact:  I am pleased that the training course 

developed by the Committee for national 1540 Points of Contact has proven to be of value to 

Member States.  As I have mentioned before, their purpose is to deepen the understanding of the 

role of resolution 1540 (2004) in the international non-proliferation regime; enhance understanding 

of the roles of Points of Contact; and engage national stakeholders involved in the resolution’s 

implementation.  The first course was in China last year and the second in the Russian Federation 

at the end of June.  Invitations have just been sent to Member States in Latin America and the 

Caribbean to attend the third training course, which will be held in Santiago, Chile from 24 to 27 

October.  

 

It is important to continue these courses.  Points of Contact rotate, sometimes frequently, and 

Member States and the Committee will be best served by points of contact that are fully cognizant 

of the background of the resolution and its context, including the other international instruments 

and arrangements that have been developed for the control of WMD, their means of delivery and 

related materials.  

 

It almost goes without saying that Member States and the Committee will be best served if 

personnel at the Permanent Missions of Member States in New York who are engaged in activities 

related to the 1540 Committee are well versed in the background of the resolution and its context.  

Of course, many are, but if there is an interest, I will endeavour to identify means to make available 

to them a similar training course.  I look forward to the conduct of training courses in Africa and, 

once again, in the Asia-Pacific region.  

 

Training and education in these areas is important, and the courses for Points of Contact are not 

the only ones in which the Committee and its Group of Experts participate.  In July in New York, 

members of the Group of Experts made presentations on resolution 1540 to an international group 

of students participating in the Global Summer Program of the International Alliance of Research 

Universities organized by the Yale University.  

 



In addition, a 1540 expert participated in the Summer School on Disarmament and Non-

Proliferation (Mexico), organized by the Government of Mexico, the Diplomatic Academy of 

Mexico “Instituto Matías Romero", in cooperation with the Government of Switzerland, the 

Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean and the James 

Martin Center for Non-proliferation Studies.  It was held in July in Mexico City, Mexico.  

 

The course was aimed at diplomats in Latin America and the Caribbean and included a series of 

sessions devoted to disarmament and non-proliferation topics and a specific session on the study 

of resolution 1540 (2004) and its implementation in Latin America and the Caribbean.  The 1540 

expert made a presentation about resolution 1540 (2004), its current challenges and the 

international non-proliferation environment.  He also briefed on the status of implementation of 

the resolution in the region and welcomed initiatives by States in the region such as the 

development of 1540 voluntary National Implementation Action Plans. 

 

1540 International Student Essay Competition:  During this quarter the Stimson Center held an 

international competition in which students were invited to submit essays suggesting ways forward 

for implementation of resolution 1540 (2004) in a country of their choice.  One hundred and fifty 

students submitted essays, which contained many thoughtful ideas and proposals.  The competition 

raised awareness of 1540 around the world and, I trust that it will encourage these students to use 

their talents to enhance implementation of the resolution regardless of their career paths.  I attended 

the award ceremony at Harvard to present the awards to the 1st and 2nd place prize winners as well 

as commending the authors of three essays selected for honourable mention. 

 

Outreach Events:  During this quarter, the Committee and it Group of Experts continued their 

active participation in outreach events.  In addition to the courses mentioned above, 1540 experts 

participated in: 

 

1. The Second APG Workshop on Effective Implementation of International Standards to 

Combat the Financing of Proliferation of WMD, organized by the Asia/Pacific Group on 

Money Laundering (APG) Secretariat and Korea Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU), 22-26 

August 2016, Seoul, Republic of Korea: 

 

The objective of the workshop was to support effective implementation of Financial Action 

Task Force and UN standards to combat proliferation financing.  The 1540 expert made a 

presentation to emphasize the obligations and effective implementation of resolution 1540 

(2004) with a focus on proliferation financing and acted as one of the facilitators for the 

discussions. 

 

2. Trilateral peer review among Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Belarus, supported by the 

Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe and the UN Office for Disarmament 

Affairs through its Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in Asia and the Pacific.  It 

was held in August in Minsk, Belarus: 

 

Hosted by Belarus, the aim of the peer review was to develop practical recommendations 

on normative, legislative and technical elements of resolution 1540 (2004) in support of 

the national implementation action plans of Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan.  The meeting 



demonstrated something that we all know, but sometimes forget, that effective 

implementation of resolution 1540 (2004) requires the participation of a considerable 

number of governmental organizations and a good coordinating mechanism.  

 

3. A meeting to assist Panama to draft a voluntary National Implementation Action Plan for 

UN Security Council Resolution 1540 (2004).  It was organized by the Inter-American 

Committee against Terrorism of the Organization of American States and the Government 

of Panama and held in July in Panama City, Panama: 

 

The meeting was a good opportunity to exchange views about potential gaps in 1540 

implementation and identify priority areas for inclusion in Panama’s voluntary National 

Implementation Action Plan. 

 

4. A workshop on export controls for “related materials” by the countries of the “G5 Sahel 

Group.”  It was organized by the Government of Niger in cooperation with the UN Office 

for Disarmament Affairs and its Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament Affairs in 

Africa and held in July 2016 in Niamey, Niger: 

 

This workshop demonstrated the value placed by Member States on effective export 

controls on related materials.  It provided a good opportunity for the 1540 expert to raise 

awareness of resolution 1540 (2004) among the participants, especially about its 

requirements with respect to export controls.  The expert also was able to emphasise the 

advantages of uniform, global export control systems, noting, of course, that each State is 

responsible for its own implementation of the domestic controls required by the resolution.  

 

Looking ahead:  It will be a busy 4th quarter for the Committee and its Group of Experts.  Events 

to which we have been invited include:  

 

1. The Inter-Parliamentary Union’s (IPU) 135th Assembly in October in Geneva, 

Switzerland.  The Assembly will include, not only a global discussion of resolution 1540 

implementation but also a side event focused on the successful gathering of African 

parliamentarians to discuss resolution 1540 in Côte d’Ivoire last February (see 

http://www.ipu.org/pdf/publications/R1540-e.pdf). 

 

Its purpose is to create a resolution 1540 focal point network at the regional level.  This is 

a valuable initiative since regional approaches have proven to be of considerable value in 

enhancing implementation of resolution 1540 (2004).  Of course, parliamentarians play an 

important role in this, and I applaud the IPU for the time and energy it is devoting to 

engaging them in the process of implementation of the resolution. 

 

2. The International Conference on Nuclear Security:  Commitments and Actions:  The 

conference is being convened by the IAEA in December in Vienna.  It is going to discuss 

the national and international communities’ experiences and achievements to date in 

strengthening nuclear security; and to enhance understanding of current approaches to 

nuclear security worldwide.  It will provide a forum for ministers, policy makers and senior 

officials to look to future priorities for nuclear security.  I plan to participate. 

http://www.ipu.org/pdf/publications/R1540-e.pdf


 

I would also like to mention that on 8 September I travelled to Moscow for consultations with the 

Russian Government on the Comprehensive Review and the implementation of resolution 1540. 

 

Finally in December it is planned that the Security Council will hold an open debate on resolution 

1540 at which the outcome of the Comprehensive Review will be presented. 

 

Visit www.un.org/en/sc/1540 for detailed information on resolution 1540.  

http://www.un.org/en/sc/1540

